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Goddess Batamangada
(At the Gateway of Puri)

Jagannath M ahaprabhu isvery compassionateto
His devotees. He can't bear with anybody
tormenting themin any manner or form. TheLord
a thesametime, isvery dever. True, Heisdways
behind His devotees but Heisnot so easily to be
caught by them. Themorethey run closer toHim,
the more He distances

Himsdf away from ther
proximity. In the cosmic
game, this is known as |-
“His hide and seek
pagtime’. His kingdom is
however within the heart
of a devotee. To
commune with it, one has
to go deep into silent |
adoration. But for that
purpose, one has to have
asgmple heart like that of
Vidura's consort on the
path of devotion. He has
to be honest, and virtuous
a heart. Thisis what is
known as impeccable
devotion.

Nonetheless, His |
mercy is essentid to get |-
oneself freed from the [
bondage of delusion
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which reigns supreme in one's materid life. The
mind experiencing myriad vidsStudesat lagt holds
on to the rational conviction that to have
“Mokshd’ inlife, there hasto beno life efter death.
Birth after birth through the womb of amother is
doubtless a painful experience in the materia
world. The goal of life
being God-redization, this
is possible only when one
isfreed from the bondage
of birth and deeth in the
cosmic process of
evolution.

InDevi Tatwa, one can
have the blessings of the
Lord, only after the
blessngs of Devimataare
achieved. Devimdaisthe
replica of ddugon. In the
cosmic gameof theLord,
Devimaaisthefirg divine
event of thecreation. Itis
actudly She Who incites
the spirit of action in the
Almighty Lord. God is
omnipresent. So, in this
sense, He is static by
nature and devoid of
action. He leaps into
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action within only when He comesin contact with
the activating force of Devimatain the process of
the cosmic game. Mayais actualy the activating
force of the Goddess. It is both in the affirmative
and the negative forms. The affirmative form of
Mayaisknownas‘Vidyamayd . Itsnegativeform
isknown as‘ Avidyamayad . Onegetstheresult of
one' s action in the manner the same is directed.
This is the whole concept of Devi Tatwa in
relation to worship of Devimata in life. Devi is
dwaysone. SheisKdi. SheisMahdakshmi. She
isaso Maha Saraswati. She however assumesa
name according to the nature of Her service. She
isworshipped inamultitude of divineexpressions.
Batamangala near Puri is one such divine
expression. She is a Vaishnabi Thakurani by
nature. Sheisworshipped asthedivine precursor
of dl-round happiness.

The poet 9ngs “Re, the fatigued mind,
walk aong the path ahead of you that leads to
the Grand Templeof Lord Jagannath. Ontheway
comesBaamangdafirs. ThencomesAtharanda
Then Badadanda, the Grand Road. Takeitsdust
on your forehead and serve the Sadhus. Reach
Sddheswar next. Havethe divine stroke on your
forehead from the sacred cane at the Singhdwar
of thetemple. And next enter the Templeclimbing
the 22 geps. Kaibalyaisavallable on either sde.
And findly havethe‘Darshan’ of the Lord Who
is cadled “Kadasrimukha’ standing behind the
Garuda Rillar”.

These are the various parts of the
pathway that lead one from Batamangaa to the
Grand Temple. The land of Lord Jagannath thus
starts from Batamangala. The temple of the
Goddessis situated by the sde of the main road
about 5 km beforethetemple of Lord Jagannath.

Thedevoteebound for theGrand Temple
from Bhubaneswar stands for awhile in front of
Batamangala and offers sacred light (Alati)
seeking her blessings.
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There is a beautiful Sory in this regard.
Itissadthat a thetimeof creation of theuniverse,
Mother Batamangalahad shown the path to Lord
Brahma to have the Darshan of the Lord. Itis
the popular belief in this connection that Brahma
had come into existence in the cosmic cregtion
on a Tueday in the month of Chaitra. At that
point of time, he saw around him the vastness of
an endlessvoid and seeing that horrific syndrome,
he became ruffled in mind. Maa Batamangdahad
appeared in front of Brahma at that particular
point of time and shown him the path for further
courseof action. Asaresult of this, Lord Brahma
had been able to see the bottom of the universe
down below the navel of Lord Narayan and
cregted the universe. Since Maa Batamangda
hed shown Brahma the way in the midst of his
utter perplexities, she was known in the
subsequent period of time as Batamangdain the
land of Lord Jagannath. Batamangala however
does not have any place in customary rituas of
Lord Jagannath.

Itisknownto oneand dl that in the early
days, when there was no proper road-
communication to Puri, the devotees who were
coming to this sacred land on pilgrimage, had to
pass through severa hardships and tribulations.
Therewas abelief then that once they set out on
their pilgrimage, there was no chance of ther
returning back to their respective homes. Soin
that way, their journey to Puri was considered as
their last journey in life. In the context of that
gtuation, it waspopularly believed thet whosoever
died at Puri during their sacred pilgrimage was
destined to go to heaven and attain “Moksha’.
This belief even continues today. For which
reason, the old people even today prefer to spend
thar last part of life at Puri in the hope of getting
Moksha after their death.

Purursottoma Kshetra is now well
communicated in dl respect. It is connected by
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both raillsand roadson al sdes. Till 1811, there
was virtualy no road-communication to Puri.
Orissa came under British control in 1803. In
1826, thethen British chief chalked out aplan for
congtruction of aPuccaroad from Calcuttato St
George Fortress. This was a massive
development project. This was considered
necessary for effective control over the areas
included under British control. During the process
of the aforesaid construction, abranch-road was
provided on the highway at a point near
Bhubaneswar which was later known as
Jagannath Sadak. Thiswasdonein theinterests
of the pilgrimsvigting Puri. Ontherequest of the
British Chief, the Moharagja of Calcutta,
Sukhamaya Ray had contributed Rs.1.50 Lakh
for this purpose. However prior to this road
project, king Machya-kesari of Machya Dynasty
who had ruled our place during the period from
975 AD to 995AD had got a bridge constructed
a Atharanada which in the subsequent period of
time maintained the continuity of the aforesaid
branch-road upto Singhadwara, Puri.

It is further discernable from historical
recordsthat Bhanudev(1) of GangaDynasty who
was the ruler of this place from 1264 to 1279
had developed the Banki Muhana area by filling
up theintervening water courses and reduced the
number of chariotsfrom 6 to 3 during the sacred
Car Festival. All these and other ancillary
developments which had taken place from time
to time had led to the overdl development of the
area around Batamangala and enhanced the
importance of the place to acongderabl e extent.

Worship of Batamangaa, during Chaitra
month is found mention in the Sakti cult of Utkal
Pradesh. It is stated here that Shree Rama by
worshipping Sarbamangala, (also known as
Mangaa Chandrika, Mangala and so on) had
killed Ravan and rescued Sita from Lanka.
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Batamangda is a four armed Brahmashaktimai
goddess. She looks youthful and immaculatdy
graceful in Her degant gppearance like freshly
bloomed flowers. Attired magnificently in different
ornaments, She has three beautiful eyes. She is
the symbol of peaceand impeccabledivinity. She
isthe conferrer of divineblessngson dl devotees.

But Batamangala like Mangala of
Kakatpur does not have any connection with the
customary rituals of Jagannath Temple, Puri.
Everybody is in know of the fact of that during
Nabaka ebar festival, the Sebayats of thetemple
in search of Neem wood for making the divine
images first come to the temple of Mangaa,
Kakatpur. They fal prostrate before the deity for
getting divine directions as regards the location
of the sacred Neem trees. If within 3 days, no
divine direction is forthcoming in dream, the
Sebayats would next conduct a specia worship
before the goddess. It is believed in this
connection that aflower at proper timewould fall
from the head of the deity during the specia
performance of the religious ritud and the faling
of the flower would indicate the direction
pertaining to thelocation of the Neemtrees. The
Sebayats would then proceed to these placesin
search of the trees for truncating their trunks.

BataManga ahasaunique placein Shakti
Tatwa of Utka Pradesh. She is seated in the
templeinlotuspose. Sheisdightly morethan 2ft
high. Of Her four hands, two hands downward
are found loftily extended indicating a pose
conferring harmonious blessngs on Her devotees.
The other two hands are noticeable in upward
pose. The right upper hand holds a conch and
the left upper hand a trident. The devotees get
captivated noticing the enchanting deity adorned
in different ornaments. The Panthel Osha, adso
known as Bata Oshaas apopular rdigiousritua
is intimately connected with Goddess of
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Batamangala. This Pujais conducted by women
at the bi-junction pointsof village-roads. At night,
the women observing the ritud indal a pasple
and worship it as the symbol of Batamangda.
They offer a peculiar type of sweetmeet known
as Atekdi to the deity.

The Pujaisperformed on dl Tuesdaysin
month of Chaitra. It isknown from Brahmapurana
that on a Tuesday in the month of Chaitra, Lord
Brahma had begun the creation of the universe.
The bi-junction mode of worship is reflective of
the concept of bewildering confusion. At a
bi-junction point, it is but natural that one cannot
offhand know which road of thetwo actudly leads
toone sproper destination. At thetimeof creation
of the universe, Lord Brahma was on smilarly
the horns of several dilemmas. It is said in
Brahmapurana that Maa Mangda at that time
came to the rescue of Brahma and gave him
proper direction after which of the cregtion of the
universe could be possble.

Consdered from the sgnificance of al
these descriptions, MaaMangdaisthus described
as a Goddess symbolic of aproper pathfinder in
life. Sheisworshiped asauniversd divineguide.
Sheisaso believed asthe displayer of right and
proper directionstoal Her devotees. Itisbelieved
in some corners that worship of Batamangdais
related to Adivad culture. It pertainsto a sort of
norn-Arian mode of worship which ganed itsforce
from arura cusomary practice.

Batamangda Temple hasthusgot itsown
Spiritual importance. Its existence at the entry-
point of Puri isdeemed asadisplayer of righteous
path to the pilgrims bound for Puri. Thedety itis
believed bestowsblessingson the devoteesbefore
they enter the grand temple.
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The temple of Batamangala is managed
on the offerings of the pilgrims and normal
passengers. Thetemple hasno property of itsown
except its 8-decimd land on which the temple
and dl its premises have been congtructed. This
fact is discernable from the settlement records.
Wedso get many other information about the past
of the temple from the Sebayats who are the
resdents of Krupasagar-patnavillagenow in Puri
Municipdity. The temple has a height of about
15ft from its basement, its entrance being about
4ft high. About 20 yearsback, the deity wasbeing
worshiped on aroadside land under the open sky
as aloca Goddess of Krupasagar-patna. Now
however the postion of the temple is totally
different. The temple is well furnished from dl
Sdes. All the expenses of the temple are met out
of public contributions.

It is seen over the period of the time that
with theincrease in the number of vehicles plying
aong Bhubaneswar-Puri road, theincome of the
temple has increased. Now the vehicles passng
through this way usually halt in front of
Batamangdatemple. Sometimes the drivers and
the passengers getting down offer Dipaand coins
asdivineofferingstothedety. They asotakethe
vermillion of thedeity on their foreheadsand even
apply the same on their vehides.  This is the
famoustemple of Batamangaaon theway to Puri.

Durgamadhab Dash, House No-138, Ananta Vihar,
Phase-11, Pokhariput, Bhubaneswar.
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